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Kindness Integrity = Commitment

A message from the Headteacher

Welcome to Newhall Primary Academy and Nursery.

Our school opened in September 2018. We are a two-form entry primary school in Harlow and
this year is the first year the school is full with our first Year 6 cohort. We are now at full capacity
with 420 children in the main school.

We are a warm and welcoming school and nursery with state-of-the-art facilities including

bright and modern classrooms and learning areas
an arts studio

a cookery room

a library

large fields and playground spaces

Our staff are a dedicated team who strive to give the best for all children at Newhall. We have a
well-structured curriculum, aiming for high academic standards across all subjects. Our children
experience a broad and exciting curriculum which ensures opportunities for learning are
maximised both in and outside the classroom. At the heart of our curriculum is reading: we
ensure our children are confident readers who are well-equipped to meet the demands of our
curriculum and develop a love of a range of books and authors.

We create a safe and calm environment for our children to learn where everyone is valued,
respected and included. We ensure our children are well equipped to thrive in the world around
them, ensuring we cater for their social and emotional needs.

Our core values of kindness, integrity and commitment underpin everything we do and strive
to do.

Links between our school and local community are very important to us. We have a very active
PTA ‘Friends of Newhall’ who facilitate a wide range of activities for our children, raising money
for our school and charities.

I look forward to welcoming you to our school.

Mr B Duffy
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Admissions and Applications

To apply for a place at Newhall Primary Academy, you will need to apply through the Local Authority
Admissions team who co-ordinate all admissions for Newhall. More information can be found here:

https://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Admissions.aspx

Our admissions policy is available on our website at: http://newhallacademy.org/admissions-policy/

Organisation

Our academy is a Primary school, organised into three key stages:

e Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) - children in our Reception classes.

e Key Stage 1 (KS1) — children in Years One and Two.

e Key Stage 2 (KS2) — children in Years Three, Four, Five and Six.

Times of Sessions

Morning
Reception

KS1 and Year 3
KS2 (Years 4-6)
Afternoon
Reception
KS1 and Year 3
KS2 (Years 4-6)

Assemblies

8.45am —11.30am
8.45am —12.00pm
8.45am —12.45pm

12.15pm —3.15pm
12.45pm —3.15pm
1.30pm —3.15pm

Assemblies are an integral part of our academy life. Each day the children come together, either as a whole
school or class, to sing, celebrate good work and reflect. Parents do have a legal right to ask for their child to be
withdrawn from religious activities, including collective worship.

Uniform

Our uniform, worn by all the children, is a distinctive feature of Newhall Primary Academy. We place an emphasis
on maintaining high standards of dress and appearance because we believe it encourages the children to take
pride in themselves and their school. We therefore ask parents to ensure that their children always wear the
correct uniform and that it is clearly labelled. Children also need to wear the appropriate kit during PE lessons.

Our uniform is available from Create Identitee and can be ordered online by clicking here or purchased in store
at Unit 43, Greenway Business Centre, Harlow, Essex, CM19 5QE or from Top Form by clicking here or
purchased in story at 90-91 The Stow, Harlow, Essex, CM20 3AP.
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https://www.essex.gov.uk/Education-Schools/Schools/Admissions/Pages/Admissions.aspx
http://newhallacademy.org/admissions-policy/
http://createidentitee.co.uk/product-category/schoolwear/newhall-primary-academy/
https://www.top-form.co.uk/product-category/find-your-school/find-your-school-newhall-primary/

School Dinners

All children in Reception and Key Stage One are entitled to an Infant
Free School Meal. School dinners will also be available to Key Stage Two ﬁ
children for a reasonable price. Our school dinners are cooked in our . \ f \
Catering Kitchen which is run by Barking and Dagenham Group. There - ‘)\\

is a two-week menu programme which is updated each term. Children . o
have the choice between a meat or a vegetarian option each day.
Children with allergies to specific foods or ingredients will be catered
for.
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Our Curriculum Structure

Teaching and Learning

The academy is committed to providing exceptional teaching and learning for all our pupils. We do this by
encouraging collaborative working practices amongst our staff and providing support in order for all pupils
to experience exceptional learning opportunities. Teachers plan together to ensure a consistent focus on
the pupil learning outcomes.

We ensure that lessons are tailored to meet the needs of all pupils and assess progress in lessons and over
time to ensure the achievement of each pupil is maximised. We foster and develop a love of learning within
the pupils, and throughout the year we celebrate all achievements both in and out of the classroom.

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

At Newhall we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage framework. This is a curriculum deeply rooted in
the foundations of play in order to support our children to develop their social skills working harmoniously
together, whilst gaining a strong foundation in English, mathematics and creative and physical skills. It is
made up of four themes which are:

A Unique Child: Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners,
parents and carers.

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers the
education and care of all children in early years provision, including children with special educational needs
and disabilities.

The themes of a unique child, positive relationships and enabling environments all feed into how we teach
the learning and development theme.
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Learning and development theme

The Learning and development theme is split into 7 areas of learning:

1. Communication and Language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich
language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak
and listen ina range of situations.

2. Personal, Social and Emotional Development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of
themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social
skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to
have confidence in their own abilities.

3. Physical Development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive;
and to develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children are also be helped to understand
the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food.

4. Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read
and write. Children are given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other
writtenmaterials) to ignite their interest.

5. Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and
to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.

6. Understanding of the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology
and the environment.

7. Expressive arts and design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media
and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas
and feelings through a variety of activities
in art, music, movement, dance, role-play,
and design and technology.
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In Early Years we follow children’s interests to
offer them a stimulating and engaging
curriculum. We use these interests to teach the
seven areas of learning described above.
Children are continually assessed through
observations and focus groups and the provision
supplied is a result of this assessment.

We have 60 Reception places available each
year.
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Key Stage 1 and 2

At Newhall, we have designed a curriculum that equips our children with the skills and personal qualities
necessary to lead a fulfilling and rewarding life. We aim for our curriculum to enable our children to achieve
the core life values we aspire to for them, and allow them to be active, responsible members of their
community.

Our curriculum is very practical, engaging all children and is easily accessed by children at different stages
of English language acquisition. Children work in avariety of ways: as a class, in groups, pairs or individually.
Our emphasis is always on active and meaningful involvement of children in their own learning. Through
this, we aim to provide exciting learning opportunities, which ensures raised levels of achievement.

Our curriculum is well sequenced and structured so that children know more and remember more. All
National Curriculum subjects are taught discretely so that children acquire the necessary depth of
knowledge and skills of that particular discipline.

Children’s learning is carefully monitored as they progress through the curriculum. Records of achievement
are through individual children’s work, group work, whole class work, shared books, displays and teachers’
records.

Physical Education

Physical Education promotes children’s knowledge, skills and understanding of how their body moves so
that they can perform with increasing competence and confidence in a range of physical activities.

Physical Development is taught both as independent weekly lessons with our Sports Coach. This gives
children a chance to continue using their physical development throughout all aspects of the curriculum,
putting into action specific skills learnt with the PE teacher.

Over the course of a year children cover a wide range of activities to give an understanding of their bodies
in action. These include dance, indoor and outdoor games, gymnastics, athletics and striking and fielding
games.

Through taking part in regular exercise, we promote the importance of making healthy decisions and
encourage children to continue to make these positive choices for the rest of their lives.
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Newhall Community

Pupil Voice

As our children are at the heart of everything we do, seeking their opinions and views and empowering the
development of their leadership is vital to the success of our academy. With this in mind, we have a School
Council that meets regularly to discuss a range of issues. Through participating in School Council and other
leadership roles, children have a real influence in helping to develop our ethos, our policies and our
practices.

Parental Partnership

We aim to involve our parents/carers in all aspects of school life to keep them fully informed of school
events, and of their child’s progress. We do this through parents’ evenings, annual reports and newsletters.

Formal contact is made during our autumn and spring parent/carer consultation evenings, when
parents/carers are given the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress with the class teacher. A written
report is sent home during the final summerterm, celebrating the children’s successes and identifying areas
for further development.

Parents/carers are also encouraged to contribute to the life of the school by becoming a parent helper or
joining the ‘Friends of Newhall’. We are very grateful to parents who can offer help in school. Help is
invaluable with a wide range of activities including reading and playing games, cooking, computing, helping
with art and craft activities, attending school trips and many more! If you can spare some time to help,
please see the office staff to register your interest. Please be aware that as part of safeguarding all our
children, the academy will undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check for parents/carers who
volunteer on a regular basis.

Staff

All of our staff at Newhall play an essential role in ensuring our school is a safe, healthy and inspiring place
for all our children to learn.

We work closely with outside agencies such as occupational therapists, educational psychologists and
speech and language therapists to ensure a well-rounded provision and support for our children making
sure they are receiving any additional high quality professional care for their developmental needs if
required.
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Governors

The Local Governing Body are committed to excellence. They are a team which make a real difference to
the life of our school meeting regularly with staff, parents and pupils.

D P

Safety and Security

Child Protection

At Newhall, the health, safety and well-being of every child are our paramount concern. We listen to our
pupils and take seriously what they tell us. Our aim is for children to enjoy their time as pupils in this school.
We want to work in partnership with you to help your child achieve their full potential and make a positive
contribution.

To promote a safe environment for pupils, our safer recruitment policy includes all checks on staff and
regular volunteers’ suitability, including Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks, in accordance with
current legislation.

All entrances and exits to the school are secured during school hours, and the only access to the school is
through the main school entrance which has a constantly monitored entry system.

In accordance with our responsibilities under section 175/157 of the Education Act 2002 and “Keeping
Children Safe in Education”, we have a Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection, Mr Duffy
(Headteacher) who is a member of the Senior Leadership Team, and has received appropriate training for
this role. It is their responsibility to ensure that all staff in contact with children receive child protection
awareness training on a regular basis.

Occasions do arise when our concern about a child means we have to consult other agencies. Whilst we
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would always aim to work in partnership with parents, there may be exceptions to this when concerns are
raised for the protection of a child.

On very rare occasions Social Care, whilst undertaking an investigation under s47 of the Children Act 1989,
may want to speak to a child without parents’ knowledge. This would be a decision made in collaboration
with partner agencies and would only be done in situations where a child might be at immediate risk. To
gain consent at this point may increase the level of risk to the child or cause evidence of a crime to be lost.

The procedures, which we follow, have been laid down by the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board, and the
academy has adopted a Child Protection Policy in line with this for the safety of all. If you want to know
more about our procedures, please refer to our safeguarding policy on the school website.

Medicine in School

We always seek to support children and parents. There are times where we will administer medicine to a
child, for example if a child has a long-term illness or ifwe have put a 'Health Care Plan' in place with parents.

If you feel your child will require medicine during the school day, please inform school at the earliest
opportunity and we will be more than happy to discuss how we might help you. We would kindly ask you
not send your child to school with medicines, without agreement from school.

If your child has asthma please provide us with a labelled asthma pump and complete an information card
from the school office.

Please see our ‘Pupils with Medical Conditions and Administration of Medicine Policy’ on our website for
further information.

Behaviour

At Newhall we have the very highest expectations of behaviour. We have a consistent set of core principles
and rules based on the school core values of kindness, integrity and commitment. These values go hand-in-
hand with the fundamental British values which children will encounter and learn about at Newhall. These
are democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different
faiths and beliefs and for those without faith.

Children work towards achieving the highest standard each day both individually and as part of a team.
Everyone at Newhall has a part to play in the promotion of high standards of behaviour. It isimportant that
there is a clear code of conduct reinforced by a balanced combination of rewards and consequences within
a secure and positive environment, whilst at the same time promoting an understanding that appropriate
behaviour is the responsibility of individuals.

The academy firmly believes in the power of intrinsic motivation in children, and uses this as the main
approach to pupil reward. Rather than extrinsically rewarding children, children are taught from the
youngest age that adopting the correct learning behaviour is paramount for themselves.

We will, always, challenge any form of discrimination including racist or sexist behaviour, and all forms of
bullying. The whole school community, children, staff, governors, parents and volunteers
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9

NEWHALL

PRIMARY ACADEMY AND NURSERY



should be aware of and actively involved in implementing our Behaviour Policy.

For further information, please see our Behaviour policy which is available on our school’s website.

Attendance and Punctuality

We are committed to ensuring our children achieve to their absolute full potential at Newhall, and excellent
attendance and punctuality are one vital aspect of ensuring this occurs. Parents/carers who ensure their
children attend school regularly and on time demonstrate the importance of school to their children,
ensuring that they then develop a healthy attitude towards their learning.

We therefore expect that children are ready for school, ready to enter and begin learning at 8.45am. The
academy school day officially begins at 8.45am, and children arriving later than this are marked as late.

If a child is unwell and unable to attend, a reason must be given in the form of a phone call or email. Apart
from very exceptional circumstances, parents should not take children out of school during term time. In
such cases, permission must be obtained from the school.

For further information, please see our Attendance and Punctuality policy.

Extended Schools Provision

We host a Before and After School Club. Breakfast Club starts at 7.30am and After School Club closes at
6pm. It is run by an external provider — Changing Lives

Breakfast Club
Children who attend Breakfast Club are offered cereal, toast, yoghurt and fruit. They are also offered
water or milk.

After School Club
Children who attend After School Club will be offered tea at about 4.30pm. This will change on a daily
basis but could include beans/spaghetti on toast, pizza or wraps. They will also be offered water or milk.

Activities
A variety of activities are available for the children including using the school playground and hall for
organised games whenever possible.

Extra-Curricular Activities

We aim to provide our children with a breadth and depth of extra-curricular provision after school that
allows them to experience activities they may not otherwise have access to. This provision is dependent
upon the availability and specialism of our staff team and external providers we employ, and activities will
occur after school.
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Educational Visits and Visitors

Educational visits and visitors enrich our curriculum and bring it to life for our children. Therefore, we
encourage teachers, where appropriate, to organise trips and visitors for the children that will enhance
their learning experiences and ensure they are learning beyond the classroom.
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Contact details

Postal Address:

Tel:

Website:
Email:
Twitter:

Facebook:
1724393964268848/
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Newhall Primary Academy
Roundhouse Way

Harlow

Essex

CM17 9SF

01279 215480

http://newhallacademy.org

office@newhallacademy.org

https://twitter.com/newhallprimary

https://en-gb.facebook.com/pages/category/School/Newhall-Primary-Academy-
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